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AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION: 

Please amend the Abstract as follows: 

A distributed address database management technique involves maintaining an address 
database by each of a number of interconnected modules. Each module maintains a number of locally 
owned address entries and a number of remotely owned address entries in the address database. Each 
module monitors the status of its locally owned address entries, maintains the locally owned address 
entries based upon the status, and provides the status to the other interconnected modules. Each 
modul e maintains the r e motely owned addr e ss entries based upon the status r e ceived from the oth er 
interconnect e d modules. When a module adds a locally owned address entry to its address database, 
the module notifies the other interconnected modules, which in turn add a corresponding remotely 
owned address entry to their respective address databases. When a module purges a locally owned 
address entry from its address database, the module notifies the other interconnected modules, which 
in turn purge the corresponding remotely owned address entries from their respective address 
databases. Each module may periodically send a keep-alive message including a list of active 
addr e ss e s to th e other interconn e cted modules, which maintain a p e rsistence timer for each of the 
remotely owned address entries and purge a particular r emotely owned address entry if the 
co rr esponding persistence tim e r expires b e fore r eceiving a keep-alive message id e ntifying the 
remotely owned add re ss ent r y as an active remotely owned add r ess ent r y. Upon receiving a keep- 
aliv e message, a module adds a remotely own e d address e nt r y for a particular address to its address 
database if such a remotely owned address e ntry is not already maintained in the addr e ss database. 
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A module purges all remotely own e d address entri e s from its address database if th e module is 
lcconfigured to operate, in a stand-alone mode. A module purges all remotely owned address entries 
associated with a partieular interconnected module if that p artieular interconnected module is 
removed. 
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